Outings and Events, October 2005
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9/2-9/5
Trinity Alps Trip

9/19
Popcorn!

9/19
Court of Honor

10/18*
Committee meeting

10/22-23*
Sugarloaf Weblo Outing
10/29
Mr. Scoutmaster USA

11/15*
Committee meeting

11/18-20*
Palisades trip?

12/12*
Court of Honor / Christmas Party

1/20-22*
Ski trip

* new or changed date

Regular Single Issue! That’s right, this month your faithful NewsletterTM staff has prepared an exciting, action-packed issue covering the regular one entire month, same as usual.  This is in contrast to last month’s “Editor Layoff Special” that covered two months due to an untimely disruption in the editor’s personal life.  So we are back to normal, even though the editor is still unemployed.
September Outdoors:  Six enthusiasts of the Scouting vari​ety trekked up the Canyon Creek Trail in the Trinity Alps over Labor Day weekend.  The Scouts enjoyed seeing what they described as “a whole bunch of lakes and stuff.”  I guess by stuff they meant waterfalls, because there were several along the trail and they spent a night camped near the bottom of one...Ryder, who is working on his fishing merit badge, managed to catch, clean, cook, and eat a rain​bow trout.  This is good because it is one of the require​ments.  He also learned how to find natural bait, although he would not hold a hellgrammite, the world’s best trout bait (never fails, guaranteed), despite assurances that they only bite when you try to pick them up by the body.  We can’t [image: image3.jpg]


understand why he wouldn’t even touch one.  Just look at them, they are so cute and cuddly...a symbolic stick fight was engaged by the Scouts (Eric, Cyrus, Loren, JJ, and Ryder), at first against each other and later all against James when he showed up.  A battle of titanic proportions ensued in which James arose victorious and earned the respect of the lesser beings...Ryder blew bubbles the size of his head, as is his wont, and discovered the drawback to his recreation of choice.  See the sidebar entitled Bubble Cut...12 cars at the trailhead were broken into by thieves while people were in the backcountry.  They took wallets, purses, and coolers but left Palm Pilots and computers.  Police suspect locals and are checking pawn shops for any recent activity in​volving coolers or ice chests...For one of the adult meals Mr. Kezer made chicken and dumplings with real chicken and real dumplings.  It was quite delicious and was discov​ered to be an excellent yellow jacket attractant as well.  It was later found that pesto doesn’t attract yellow jackets at all, so make chicken and dumplings when you want to cre​ate that true country picnic atmosphere at your next outdoor party.
Sweeping Up:  When Troop 135 Scouts are on a backpack trail there are two Scouts with special designations: the Senior Patrol Leader and the Sweep.  The SPL is the Scout who is in charge during the trip and is the first Scout on the trail.  The Sweep is the last Scout on the trail and it is his job to keep everyone in front of him.  This way everyone else must stay between the SPL and the Sweep, and it’s one of the reasons that your particular Scout, the one you know and love, always comes back from a trip to the backcountry with Troop 135.  If the trail is difficult a Scout may actually desire to be the Sweep because it means he can go as slow as he likes without any peer pressure, but normally no one wants to be last and no one volunteers.  In fact, to be fair, the Scouts take turns on a rotating basis.  On the Trinity trip the SPL did not want to have to pick a Sweep and be the bad guy, so he resorted to Rochambeau, which is the French name for what we call rock-paper-scissors.  Eric Torre man​aged to lose two or three successive eliminations to become the first Sweep of the trip.  We suggest for the future that he read the book entitled “The Rock Paper Scissors Official Strategy Guide” and perhaps visit the website www.worldrps.com where he can buy tickets to the RPS (rock paper scissors) World Championships.  This RPS stuff has relevance because of what we the adults learned as a result of its outcome.  See the next section.
What We Learned from Rochambeau:  When Troop 135 is on the trail the policy is that the adults follow the Sweep, and if the Sweep is talkative there is much that can be learned via a process very similar to osmosis.  In our most recent case Eric the RPS-challenged and his buddy Cyrus educated us greatly in the area of role playing and video games.  We learned things like which slot can be used to plug the rumble pack in, that the object of most of these games is to accomplish a mission while picking up weapons and powers and slaying things along the way, that being killed is bad, and that being killed after reaching a high level is very bad.  In fact, when you die it is really horrible, dude.  We picked up pointers on who the good characters are (Grim is my favorite.  He is really great, dude), and who has the real power (Dude, I have concussion missiles, dude.  They could destroy your whole ship).  Perhaps our favorite observation came from JJ, who stated, “I have to admit, my first three kills were probably the best.”
Court of Honor:  The last court of honor was September 19th.  Rumors proved true as Justin advanced to Star (along with Andrew and Matt), and Brett earned his camping merit badge, although not in time to get the sew-on patch before the ceremony.  The skits were creative.  One patrol put on a most entertaining skit involving giant nuclear emus heading toward the studio, another did a good one involving pirates.  One patrol simply stood up and mumbled something about being cool and sat down.  Brett Borell told his mom he thought it was funny, to which she responded, “Funny as in dumb?”  Funny, like time and space, is relative.  It changes as you get older.  Next court of honor is Dec. 12th.  Will it be funny?  Depends on how much you age between now and then.
Robertian Logic:  Question: who was Scout Honorary Presi​dent in 1910?  Answer: William Howard Taft.  See, we told you most of the an​swers involve the name of some US president.  So there’s no need to be scared when Mr. Ormond asks you one of these questions.  Simply memorize the presidents of the United States from 1910 onward and you are in like Flynn.  
Bubble Cut:  Ryder is sporting a new haircut these days, a much shorter one, giving him that clean BSA look that so often can be seen illustrated in the Boy Scout Handbook.  His hair was rather longer before the Trinity trip.  This was the trip where Ryder learned that if you are going to blow bubbles the size of your head you better not let them pop and stick to your hair or else you might have to cut the front of your hair off with a Swiss Army knife and then get a really short haircut after you get home.
Registration:  Just like last month, this month it is still an​nual registration time once again.  This is the time of year when you pay money to the BSA and then wait for a mem​bership card that never comes.  The cost for this privilege is $70/Scout and $15/adult.  Lou “Leg Breaker” Azevedo “suggests” that you do this by November 1st.  We all know what is meant by the word “suggests.”  Consider yourself forewarned.  That’s twice now.
The Colonel:  “Popcorn Patty” Passemar has rallied the troop to achieve the objectives they set for themselves in the sale of that most blessed, fluffy, processed corn-food.  Cyrus is off like a shot and is the odds-on favorite to lead the first weeks’ sales figures.  Shucks, believe your ears, there’s a kernel of truth in there somewhere.  Honesty by the bushel, that’s our motto.  There goes the weasel.  Jiffy.  Ever hear of subliminal advertising?
Mystery Scout of October:  This month our mystery con​test came from the outside world.  See the submission under the heading Intellectual Property.  
Ski Trip:  Once again Bernard Passemar is Mr Snow and is leading the ski trip tentatively scheduled for Jan 22-23.  He even bought his own ski equipment this year, so you know he is motivated.  As Underdog’s nemesis Simon Bar Sinister was known to say, “Go Snow!”
Eagles in the News:  Recently Matt Gaylord, Eagle Scout and former Troop 135er, dropped by one of our meetings to say hi and show us what he and Rustom Dessai, another 135 Eagle, had been doing.  It seems they each purchased for $10 a cheap inflatable life raft (just big enough to fit one person) and a roll of duct tape.  The entire roll of duct tape was applied to the bottom of the cheap raft for “rock protec​tion” and then the two of them went white water rafting down the American River.  Matt said that they received multiple offers of helmets and life preservers from other rafters, but these were refused in the spirit of keeping things simple.  They pulled out just before a somewhat hairy and notorious stretch of river, but after giving it a once over Matt declared, “It wasn’t so bad.  We could have done it.”
Mr. Scoutmaster USA:  Mr. Lake is in full-bore prepara​tion for the Mr. Scoutmaster USA contest to be held at the end of October.  He has been seen climbing hills in the area sporting a 90-pound backpack.  Word is that this is how he got those buns of steel that will propel him to the top in the swimsuit competition.  His personal trainer also has him on a strict Clif bar, Top Raman, and dried fruit diet.  Best of luck to the best looking Scoutmaster in America!
Backpacking Tip:  Always take two pairs of socks on a backpack trip.  This way you can wash one pair and hang them to dry while wearing the other.  If you take only one pair and then need to take off your boots in an enclosed space, say, like in a truck cab on the way home from Yosemite, the smell may adversely affect others within that space.  By adversely we mean yelling and screaming.  This tip is brought to you by Ryder DeSalvo. 
Make My Day:  The troop is in a somewhat serious need of an individual to recruit new Scouts from the Cub packs and dens.  Committee member Bill Cumming suggested that we would need to put a gun to someone’s head before they would agree to this role.  The committee, ever the open-minded bunch, decided to declare an official Troop 135 Recruiting Motivator.  It is of the .44 Magnum variety and could blow a candidates’ head clean off.  Now...which of you wants to volunteer?  Did we mention that Louie will be in charge of the Recruiting Motivator?
Dan Brown Has A Dream:  Dan in recent months shared his vision of picking up something like a thousand trees this Christmas as a fundraiser.  Dan and John Wright will be organizing the tree pickup again this year and have set a lofty goal.  Don’t laugh, it could happen, because Dan is a can-do kind of guy and they don’t call John “Mr. Christmas Tree” for nothing.
Yosemite Math:  As discussed for the last three months, the cost for the Yosemite trip this year is $100 plus the cost of food.  As correctly predicted by Theorem 1.2, the cost of food for the long trip was higher than that of the short trip.  The final results are $60 for the long hikers and $30 for the short hik​ers, payable immediately.  Here is how to do it.  1) Take out your checkbook  2) Write “Troop 135” in the Payable To area  3) Fill in the amount  4) Sign it  5) Give it to Marie.  Tip: Don’t wait for Lou to come to your place of business in order to “motivate” you.
Intellectual Property:  We have received our first response to the “cease and desist” orders we sent out last month in an effort to protect our newsletter trademark.  For some reason this message came to Mr. Hauck, who forwarded it to the NewsletterTM offices.  It is reproduced here word-for-word as received.

Dear Mr. Ryall,

Your request to “cease and desist” in the use of “Newsletter” has many of our readers up in claws. 

As you probably know, our group has been in exis​tence for many thousands of years. It has taken many years for our readership to become aware of our publication. It took over 150,000 years just to design a newsletter that could be read with, what you non-gillers call, only one hand.

Our readership does not refer to our publication as the “Newsletter of the Crustacean Society” but sim​ply as “the Newsletter”. In fact, the name did not really catch on until the glorious days of the Eocene period. 

A name change at this moment would confuse our readers. We are very concerned that they will miss out on some very valuable information that will ap​pear in some upcoming issues. Some topics to be covered include: How to summer in fresh water, Are most dead fish too good to be true?, When skittle really means skidattle (or scamper now or scampi later).
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I have read your news​letters and find they pro​vide valuable informa​tion. I took the liberty of combining two topics, name that scout [Mystery Scout] and as​tronomy and will intro​duce the follow​ing ques​tion to our read​ers. 

Name this. The first to submit the correct answer will win a decaying shark head.

We are willing to phase out the use of “Newsletter” and we can do so rather quickly. I estimate approxi​mately 25,000 years. (Modern technology does speed things up.)

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Barnie Cal

Publisher, Newsletter of the Crustacean Society

NewsletterTM:  

· Insider info by J Ryall 

· Additional reporting by B Cumming and M Borell

· Leg Breaking and Creative Content by L Azevedo

· Motivation suggestions by B Lake

· Forwarded mail by T Hauck

· Editing by R Ryall.  

· New email address for complaints, corrections, constructive criticism, comments: rjr@neteze.com
